CHAPTER XIII
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THE baths were of great use to Shelley in allaying
his nervous irritability. Such an improvement in
him could not be without a corresponding bene-
ficial effect on Mary. In the study of Greek, which
she had begun with him at Leghorn, she found
a new and wellnigh inexhaustible fund of in-
tellectual pleasure. Their life, though very quiet,
was somewhat more varied than it had been at
Leghorn, partly owing to their being within
easy reach of Pisa and of their friends at Casa
Silva,

The Gisbornes had returned from England,
and, during a short absence of Clare's, Mary tried,
but ineffectually, to persuade Mrs. Gisborne to
come and occupy her room for a time. Some
circumstance had arisen which led shortly after to
a misunderstanding between the two families,
soon over, but painful while it lasted. It was
probably connected with the abandonment of the
projected steamboat; Henry Reveley, while in